
Recreating a Famous 
Movie Scene 
Your goal is to recreate an iconic scene from a movie – a scene 
that everyone knows. 

e.g. 

• Do you like scary movies? 
• That’s not a knife, this is a knife! 
• Grab the Cat! 
• Are you talking to me? Are you talking to ME? 
• Ssssssssmokin! 
• We’re gonna need a bigger boat. 
• Yer a wizard, Harry! 

Steps 
• Find the scene in YouTube. 
• Storyboard the movie 
• Film the movie 
• Compare the scenes 

Find the Scene in YouTube 
Try to find a scene that isn’t too long, but one that you enjoy. 

Storyboard the movie 
Every time the camera angle changes: 

• Use the Print Screen (prt sc) button to take a screenshot. 
• Paste it into Word. 
• Underneath, write the timecode (mm:ss) and any movement/dialogue that is happening. 
• Move onto the next video cut. 

Film the Movie 
Upload your storyboard as a PDF into showbie. 

Print your storyboard, or carry it with you on your iPad. Grab a version of the script by typing 
“moviename script” into Google (eg. Godfather script) 

Try to recreate each shot as exactly as possible. Pay close attention to the framing. I don’t want the 
acting to be the same but the shots to be completely different. You are learning how the director 
works, not the actor. 

Compare the scenes 
Watch the two scenes side-by-side and see how well you accomplished your goal. I’ll mark you on 
the accuracy of your scene, not the quality of your acting. 

 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6auzPlLgFQ&feature=related 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Fade In 
Fade in slowly: 
“I believe in America. Americans have made my fortune…” 

Slowly zooms out: 
“She kept her honour. So they beat her” 

Slowly zooms out: 
The Don’s hand is now visible. 

Slowly zooms out: 
The Don’s hand moves in response to the emotion. 

Completely zoomed out, with Don’s profile 
“For justice, we must go to Don Corleone!” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6auzPlLgFQ&feature=related


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Still same shot. Guy walks around table, out of shot, 
and leans into the Don to whisper to him. 

First shot of the Don. First cut of the scene. 
 

Famous flick of the moustache. 
“That I cannot do.” 

“…do.” 
Cut to ES, shows the Don, his men, and the 
undertaker. 

“have them suffer then, as she suffers” 
How much…” 

“I can’t remember the last time you came to 
my house.” 
Undertaker frames the right side of the screen. 



  

“…should I pay you?” Conversation pauses, cut to ES as he 
stands up. 

Cut to MS. Note line of vision. 
“what have I ever done to make you treat 
me so disrespectfully?” 

Camera follows Don as he walks past 
undertaker. 
“If you’d come to me in friendship…” 

Camera still. “and if by chance an honest 
man such as yourself made enemies, 
then they would become my enemies!” 

Note sonny in the background, framed by 
the other two. “Be my-“ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“-friend?” Cut to reaction shot form Don Cut again. See Sonny’s expression. 
“God- 

“-father?” Quick cut. Again for a reaction as 
he is victorious. 

Cut back to him kissing hand. 

Cut back to Godfather. Camera follows Godfather as he walks the 
man out. “Good. Some day, and that day 
may never come…” 



 

Camera follows Godfather as he walks the 
man out. “Good. Some day, and that day 
may never come…” 

Same camera, following Godfather. Guy 
walks out “grazie!!” and now GF turns to 
his consiglieri and gives him a job. 



FADE FROM BLACK: Int. of Don Corleone's home office -
day  
 

BONASERA (seated in front of the Don's desk, facing the 
camera) 

I believe in America. America has made my fortune. And 
I raised my daughter in the American fashion. I gave 
her freedom, but -- I taught her never to dishonor her 
family. She found a boyfriend; not an Italian. She went 
to the movies with him; she stayed out late. I didn't 
protest. Two months ago, he took her for a drive, with 
another boyfriend. They made her drink whiskey. And 
then they tried to take advantage of her. She resisted. 
She kept her honor. So they beat her, like an animal. 
When I went to the hospital, her nose was a'broken. 

Her jaw was a'shattered, held together by wire. She 
couldn't even weep because of the pain. 

But I wept. Why did I weep? She was the light of my 
life -- beautiful girl. Now she will never be beautiful 
again. 

[Bonasera breaks down. The Don gestures to Sonny to 
give Bonasera a drink] 

Sorry... 

[Bonasera, taking the drink, sips from the shot glass] 

I -- I went to the police, like a good American. These 
two boys were brought to trial. The judge sentenced 
them to three years in prison -- suspended sentence. 
Suspended sentence! 

They went free that very day! I stood in the courtroom 
like a fool. And those two bastard, they smiled at me. 
Then I said to my wife, "for justice, we must go to Don 
Corleone."  
 

  



VITO CORLEONE (sitting behind his desk, petting a cat) 

Why did you go to the police? Why didn't you come to me 
first?  
 

BONASERA 

What do you want of me? Tell me anything. But do what I 
beg you to do.  
 

VITO CORLEONE 

What is that?  
 

[Bonasera gets up to whisper his request into Don 
Corleone's ear]  
 

That I cannot do.  
 

BONASERA 

I'll give you anything you ask.  
 

VITO CORLEONE 

We've known each other many years, but this is the 
first time you came to me for counsel, for help. I 
can't remember the last time that you invited me to 
your house for a cup of coffee, even though my wife is 
godmother to your only child. But let's be frank here: 
you never wanted my friendship. And uh, you were afraid 
to be in my debt.  
 

BONASERA 

I didn't want to get into trouble.  
 

  



VITO CORLEONE 

I understand. You found paradise in America, had a good 
trade, made a good living. The police protected you; 
and there were courts of law. And you didn't need a 
friend of me. But uh, now you come to me and you say -- 
"Don Corleone give me justice." -- But you don't ask 
with respect. You don't offer friendship. You don't 
even think to call me Godfather. Instead, you come into 
my house on the day my daughter is to be married, and 
you uh ask me to do murder, for money.  
 

BONASERA 

I ask you for justice.  
 

VITO CORLEONE 

That is not justice; your daughter is still alive.  
 

BONASERA 

Then they can suffer then, as she suffers. 

(then) 

How much shall I pay you?  
 

VITO CORLEONE (stands, turning his back toward 
Bonasera) 

Bonasera... Bonasera... What have I ever done to make 
you treat me so disrespectfully? Had you come to me in 
friendship, then this scum that ruined your daughter 
would be suffering this very day. And that by chance if 
an honest man such as yourself should make enemies, 
then they would become my enemies. And then they would 
fear you.  
 

  



BONASERA 

Be my friend -- 

(then, after bowing and the Don shrugs) 

-- Godfather?  
 

VITO CORLEONE (after Bonasera kisses his hand) 

Good. 

(then) 

Some day, and that day may never come, I'll call upon 
you to do a service for me. But uh, until that day -- 
accept this justice as a gift on my daughter's wedding 
day.  
 

BONASERA (as he leaves the room) 

Grazie, Godfather.  
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